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LAU CHESTER  RURAL  DISTRICT  ,  COUNCIL* 

Interim  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

for  the  year  1943. 


To  .the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Lanchester  Rural  District  Council. 
Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Rutherford,  and  Gentlemen* 

The  M vital  statistics'1  for  the  year  1943  are  on  the 
whole  satisfactory* 

Scabies  was  more  prevalent  according  to  the  figures  than 
in  the  previous  year,  but  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  in  actual 
facts  it  is  less  prevalent,  as  in  1942  we  only  treated  a  relatively 
small  proportion  of  the  tota:  cases.  The  people  of  the  District 
are  now  increasingly  seeking  the  assistance  of  the  Health  Department 
for  this  complaint* 

The  increased  number  of  notifications  of  infectious  diseases 
was  largely  due  to  the  prevalence  of  Measles,  36  cases  compared 

with  23  in  1942. 


Work  in  all  departments  has  been  carried  on  with  surprisingly 
good  results  considering  the  upheaval  due  to  war  conditions.  My 
thanks  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council  and  to  all  fellow 
officials  for  their  co-operation  is  gratefully  tendered. 


I  arn, 

Mr.  Chairman, Mrs. Rutherford 

and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

J*G. Walker. 

» 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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CAUSES  OP  DEATH  IN  LAN CHESTER  RURAL  DISTRICT  -  1943. 


CAUSES  OP  DEATH 

MALES 

FEMALES 

All  Causes 

x 

94 

V  '  ■ 

80 

1 •  Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers 

• 

2,  Measles 

- 

—  1 

3.  Scarlet  Pever 

— 

4.  Whooping  Cough 

1 

5.  Diphtheria 

) 

6*  Influenza 

2  f 

7.  Encephalitis  Lethargica 

A. 

~  i 

8.  Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

— 

•  9*  Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

5 

2 

10.  Other  Tuberculous  Diseases. 

1 

1, 

11.*  Syphilis 

2 

12*  General  Paralysis,  Tabes  Dorsalis 

— 

— 

13.  Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 

12 

9 

14*  Dihbetes 

_ 

15*  Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

10 

15 

1 6*  Heart  Disease 

24 

18 

17*  Aneurism 

18..  Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

2 

7 

19*  Bronchitis 

7 

3 

20*  pneumonia  (all  forms) 

4 

\  3 

21.  Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

1 

— 

22.  Diarrhoea  etc*,  (Under  two  years) 

1, 

1 

23.  Peptic  Ulcer 

1 

-• 

24.  Appendicitis 

A  4 

1  — 

25*  Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

A 

A- 

26*  Other  Diseases  of  Liver  etc*y 

11  1 

I 

27,.  Other  Digestive  Diseases 

5 

28.  Nephritis 

4 

3 

29*  Puerperal  Sepsis 

A 

i 

30*  Other  Puerperal  Causes 

*» 

— 

31*  Congenital  Debility,  Premature  Birth,  Malformations.  5 

4 

32.  'Senility 

A 

— 

33»  Suicide 

— 

1 

34*  Other  Violence. 

4 

* 

35*  Other  Defined  Diseases 

— 

> 

36.  Causes  Ill-Defined  or  Unknown 

10 

4  ! 

37*  Diarrhoea  (two  years  and  over) 

•■4 

i 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year:- 

Total 

10 

6 

Legitimate 

10 

6 

Illegitimate 

— 

1 

Live  Births:- 

f 

Total 

152 

110 

Legitimate 

145 

105 

illegitimate 

7 

5  1 

i 

Still  Births:^ 

i 

Total 

1 

3 

Legitimate 

1i 

3 

Illegitimate 

•a* 

Population  Resident*  - 

13,850. 

i  -if 

CANCER  MORTALITY  -*  21  deaths  occurred  from  Cancer  during  the  year 
compared  with  25  ip  the  previous  year*  This  figure  accounts  for 
12#07/iof  the  total  deaths  compared  with  14* 2$  last  year* 


i 


) 


DEATHS  FROM  THE  PRINCIPAL  EPIDEMIC  DISEASES. 


There  were  no  deaths  from  Measles,  Wliooping 
Cough,  Small  Pox,  Diphtheria,  Scarlet  Fever  or  Enteric  during 
the  year  1943*  Two  cases  of  Diarrhoea  (under  two  years)  occurred 
giving  a  Zymotic  Deat-Rate  of  0.14* 


INHA.  T  MORTALITY. 

There  were  16  deaths  during  the  year  of  Infants 
under  one  year  of  age*  •  ex-  1 

This  gives  a  rate  of  6-1*0  per  1,000  "births,  as 
compared  with  39-3  for  last  year. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  TRAIT'  JRVICES  IN  THE  AREA. 

Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority. 

(a)  Medical  Officer  of  Health:-* 

J.G.  Walker,  M*R.C.S»,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H.* 

Whole-time  Officer  for  the  Joint  ^reas  of  the  Lanchester 
Rural  and  Consett  Urban  District  Councils. 

(b)  Sanitary  Inspectorsi- 

G.  Row 3 ,  Cert.,  S.I.B.,  and  Meat  Inspectors’  Cert., 
(Senior  Inspector) 

F.S.  Terry,  Cert.,  S.I.B.,  and  Meat  Inspectors’  Cert. 

30$  of  the  above  Officers'  salaries  are  payable  from 
bounty  Funds, 


Clerk  -  IC.  Robertshaw* 


Medical  Officers  in  connection  with  Schools,  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  and  Tuberculgsis ,  Veterinary  Officers,  Food  and 
Drugs  Inspectors,  Health  Visitors  etc*,  carry  out  various 
Public  Health  activities  i  le  District.  These  Officers  are 
appointed  and  controlled  by  die  County  Council* 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES.* 


General  There  we re  163  cases  of  infectious  diseases  excluding 
Tuberculosis  notified  in  the  area  during  1943,  which  is  much 
higher  thaii  the  figure  for  the  previous  year  of  83* 


NOTIFIABLE  CASES . 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  of 
Notifiable  dieases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  admitted  to 
Hospital  during  the  year  1943. 
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DISEASE 


Total 

Cases 

Notified 


Total 

Deaths 


Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria 

Erysipelas 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Pneumonia 
Dysentery 

Enteric  (including  Para-Typhoid) 
Measles 

whooping  Cough, 


i 


2 

8 


9  6 
6 


TOTAL  163 


Cases  Admitted 
to 

Hospital* 


25 

14 


1 

1 


41  Nil 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION . 

This  work  was  carried  out  as  circumstances  permitted. 
The  numbers  immunised  during  1943  were  as  followsf- 

0-4+  yearn  380  5-14+  years,  454 


3.  CABLE  So 

The  following  table  gives  an  account  of  the  treatment  of 
Scabies  in  the  District  under  the  Council’s  .Scheme,  Many  of  these 
cases  were  complicated  by  Septic  Conditions  and  such  conditions 
are  also  treated6 

On  the  whole  the  results  can  be  described  as  satisfactory. 
The  figures  for  1942  were  93  cases  and  78  contacts. 


LAKCUT STER  DISTRICT . 

Cases  of  Scabies  treated  and  /l sited  in  J3k 2* 

Distrietc  Nos  of  Cases  No, of  Contacts  No . of Ifemllies 


Burnhope 
Langley  Park, 

Mai ton  Colliery 
East  Hedleyhope 
Cornsay  Colliery. 
Lanchester* 
Castleside 
Happy  Land 
Quebec 
Esh 

Greenfield  Cotts» 
Ham steels 
Butsfield 


ll 


4 

r 


10 


(O 

14 


4 

i 

1 


22 

15 

12 

10 

7 

159 

1.2 

1 

5 


2 

5 


10 

9 

3 

3 

3 

49 

5 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


Total 


178 


248 


88 


WATER 


.SUPPLY, 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 


The  mains  supply  of  the  County  Water  Board 
gave  no  grounds  for  complaint  during  the  year,  and  most  of  the 
work  relating  to  water  supplies  was  concerned  with  properties 
having  their  own  private  sources  of  supply*; 

At  App'Letree  Cottage'.*  Holmside,  a  spring  supply 
was  abandoned  and  a  piped  supply  was  installed  from  the  Water 
Board  Mains, 


This  work  coincided  with  the  installation  of  a  W,C, 


( 


'  V 


} 


The  public  water  supply  at  Red  Houses,  Forest  Lodge, 
and  the  collection  tank,  gave  rise  to  complaint  during  the 
year,  due  to  a  fault  in  the  retentive  condition  of  the  tank. 

This  was  remedied  and  at  the  same  time  a  piped  supply  was 
conducted  from  the  storage  tank  into  Forest  Lodge  by  the 
Owner* 

At  Ragpathside  Farm  a  spring  supply  is  forced  by  a 
windmill  pump  to  the  farm  premises,  but  the  storage  capacity 
on  the  premises  is  insufficient  to  compensate  for  all  require¬ 
ments  during  windless  periods  when  the  pump  will  not  operate. 
This  deficiency  was  being  dealt  with  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  intermitt ancy  of  the  piped  supply  to  four 
cottages  at  Hownes  Gill,  proved  to  be  due  to  the  locomotive 
sheds  making  heavy  demand  on  the  supply  at  certain  periods 
of  the  day.  As  this  condition  had  to  be  faced,  in  order  to 
avoid  waterless  periods  of  the  day  at  the  Cottages,  the  Owners 
have  agreed  to  our  suggestion  to  instal  a  suitable  storage  tank 
at  the  cottages  which  will  meet  the  domestic  needs  during  any 
period  that  the  pipe  supply  proves  insufficient. 

Low  Hermitage  Farm,  Satley,  obtains  a  supply  from  the 
overflow  from  High  Hermitage  Farm,  but,  not  being  a  piped 
supply,  it  &as  never  been  r egarddd  as  a  satisfactory  arrangement 
A  scheme  has  now  been  agreed  upon  to  take  a  pipe  line  from 
High  Hermitage  storage  points  and  instal  a  water  supply  in 
the  farm  premises. 

The  spring  supply  at  Lizards  Farm,  Lanchester  sometimes 
proved  insufficient  and  to  overcome  this  defect,  a  new  low  level 
source  of  supply  has  been  found,  and  on  examination  and  test, 
proved  suitable.  It  is  now  proposed  to  form  a  collecting  tank, 
instal  pumping  plant  to  keep  the  present  storage  tank  adequately 
supplied. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWAGE • 


South  Terrace,  Cornsay  Colliery. 

A  length  of  sewer  draining  this  street  was  renewed 
as  it  had  been  giving  trouble, due,  it  was  found,  to  displacement 
and  fractures* 

South  Farm.  Cornsay  Vi^Ian-c. 

The  drainage  outlet  from  this  farm  was  laid  to 
connect  to  the  Council  sewer,  as  the  previous  discharge  onto 
land  was  proving  a  nuisance. 

North  Farm.  Esh. 

The  drainage  at  this  farm  comprises  a  series  of 
drains  from  the  premises  discharging  onto  an  adjacent  field. 

A  scheme  &as  now  been  decided  upon  to  de-drain  the  whole  of  the 
premises  to  a  septic  tank  and  filter,  and  so  amend  the  present 
unsatisfactory  conditions.  This  shheme  was  in  hand  at  the  end 
of  the  year. 

Hedleyhope  Colliery  Canteens. 

Due  to  the  remote  situation  of  these  buildings 
from  a  sewer,  the  Welfare  Committee  agreed  to  provide  a  tank 
and  filter  to  each  of  the  premises  to  deal  with  the  sewage 
effluent. 

Watergate  Road  Chapel,  Qastleside* 


The  Trustees  of  this  building  and  house  have  agreed 


> 


to  a  scheme  to  connect  the  drainage  to  a  public  sewer  and  replace 
the  existing  conservancy  system  with  water  carriage*. 

This  work  was  completed  towards  the  end  of  the  year. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION  * 

During  the  year  1  W.C.  conversion  of  an  ash-closet 
was  carried  out,  while  5  W.Cs.  were  provided  either  additionally 
or  by  new  buildings.  Ope  privy  and  two  privjr-ash-pits  were 
abolished  by  redundancy  and  closure  of  unfit  houses  respectively, 
with  the  result  that  the  revised  figures  for  sanitary  accommodation 
in  the  area  arei- 


Water  Closets 

3236 

Ash  Closets 

695 

Pail  Closets 

15 

Privy  Ash-pits 

294 

Privies 

82 

Chemical  Closets 

3 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

There  was  little  variation  in  the  contract  year, 
beyond  an  increase  in  contract  prices.  4056  houses  were 
scavenged  at  an  average  cost  per  house  of  13/0-g-d*  which  is 
approximately  l/Ofd.  per  house  increase  on  1942/43  costs. 

Man-power  difficulties  made  themselves  manifest 
again  early  in  the  contract  year  when  the  contractor  for 
Cornsay  No.  1  and  Esh  No,  4  districts,  through  not  fulfilling 
the  terms  of  his  contract,  had  to  be  released*  A  new  contractor 
had  to  be  sought,  and  the  only  compromise  that  could  be  agreed, 
upon  was,  for  the  Malton  Colliery  portion  of  Esh  No.  4  district 
being  transferred  to  Lanchester  No.  1  in  order  to  enable  the  new 
Contractor  to  do  the  work  of  Cornsay  No,  1,  and  part  of  Esh  No.  4 
district. 

Apart  from  this  period  of  serious  inconvenience,  the 
number  of  complaints  were  not  excessive,  although  the  regularity 
of  collections  was  not  so  consistent  as  we  accepted  as  a  matter 
of  course  in  previous  years.  The  standard  of  work  was  not  gener¬ 
ally  so  high  as  we  would  desire,  but,  having  regard  to  all  the 
present  difficulties,  we  are  rather  more  concerned  as  to  whether 
there  is  any  probability  of  the  standard  of  the  work  deteriorating 
any  further.  The  work  is  certainly  requiring  more  supervision, 
but,  if  we  can  maintain  the  present  level  the  grounds  for  complaint 
will  not  be  of  very  great  moment. 


FACTORIES  ACT  1937. 

At  the  Lead  Smelt  Mills,  Castleside,  the  scheme  for 
providing  a  Mess-room,  Shower-cubicle,  and  four  water  closets, 
all  drained  to  a  tank  and  filter  was  completed. 

A  Mese-RooBi,  w>  a  lavatory  basin,  and  two  W.C8. 
were  provided  at  the  Lanchesaer  Sawmills  for  the  use  of  the 
employees,  while  lavatory  accommodation  and  1  W.C.  were  also 
provided  for  the  Office  personnel. 


In  the  area  there  are  28  Factories  With  Power,  and  29  Factories 
without  power  an  49  visits  of  inspection  were  made  during  the  year, 

net:  i  .  .*.4:  n  1  u_.  t  v*  /.  • 
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SANIRARY  INSPECTION  OP  THE  AREA. 

The  following  are  brief  details  of  the  work  performed  during  19 43:~* 


Foul  Conditions* 

Structural  Defects. 
Overcrowding* 

Dairies  and  Milk- shops. 
Cowsheds*. 

Bakehouses* 

Slaught  erhouse  s . 

Ash-pits  and  Privies* 

Deposits  of  Refuse  and  Manure 
Waterclosets* 

Defective  Yard  paving. 
Drainage  Faults. 

Water  Supply., 

Pigsties® 

Animals  Improperly  Kept* 

Smoke  Nuisances 
Offensive  Trades* 

Other  Nuisances. 


1  Informal 

| Formal 

“  * - — — 

j  Nuisances 

1 

|  Notices 

Notices. 

Abated* 

r  ~ 

i 

I  3h 

34 

!  °?.3 

73 

3 

-i 

t 

13 

\ 

k 

8 1 

l 

N  1 

; 

u  1 

1  -.V 

, 

t  265 

263  j 

I  3:1 

--  j 

34 

j  6z 

. 

18 

j 

j 

8 

}  2 

2 

!  ?  i 

! 

%  1 

\ 

j 

n 

• k  0  -  «■ 

1 

1 

I 

183  i 

ii 

[  942  : 

i 

♦ 

i 

» 

681  | 

PREC  ACTIONS  AGAINST  JOTECTIOUS JOI CEASE. * 


Lots  of  Bedding  stcv.  d  or  destroyed^  — 

Houses  Disinfected  after  Infect  '.ous  Disease®  43 

Schools  r?  K 

Prosecutions  for  exposures  of  infected.!.  - 

persons  or' things*  - 

Convictions  -do-  -do-  - 


No  formal  action  was  taken  during  the  year® 
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HOUSING. 

There  was  no  erection  of  new  houses  during  the  year,  and 
generally  speaking  there  was  little  housing  repair  work  of  any 
magnitude  during  the  earlier  part  of  the  year*  This  position 
was  largely  due  to  a  shortage  of  huilding  labour. 

The  Ministry  scheme  of  basing  the  available  building  labour 
proportionate  to  the  population  of  the  area,  indicated  that  as  an 
area,  we  had  a  shortage  of  approximately  50$  of  building  labour, 
and  during  the  year  this  position  was  never  improved  upon*  Hence 
the  repair  position  was  understandable* 

In  October,  the  Ministry  introduced  the  Essential  Works  Cert¬ 
ificate  Scheme,  and  this  did  much  to  get  priority  treatment  for 
housing  repairs,  but  mostly  where  controlled  materials  were  required. 

All  Contractors,  and  the  larger  property  owners  were  informed  of  the 
scheme  and  application  were  fairly  steady  generally,  but,  as  ii  was 
not  obligatory  to  obtain  a  certificate,  it  has  not  altogether  placed 
us  in  a  position  to  ascertain  that  all  work  carried  out,  is 
essential.*  Had  it  been  obligatory  then  we  would  have  been  in  a  position 
to  know  that  the  Contractors  were  wholly  engaged  on  essential  work. 

Og  such  houses  that  were  vacant  when  the  scheme  of  requisitioning 
came  into  effect  on  the  4^h  August, 1943  it  was  found  that  they  were  of 
such  a  type  as  to  require  excessive  cost  of  putting  to  order  or 
adaptation,  and  it  was  decided  to  forgo  any  action  in  this  matter. 

Many  of  the  houses  of  course  efe  of  a  type  which  will  no  doubt  be 
dealt  with  under  closure  or  clearance  when  house  replacement  again 
commences. 

As  previously  mentioned,  houses  which  were  scheduled  pre-war 
for  closure  or  clearance,  have  become  progressively  worse  stronturally 
as  many  are  beyond  repair*  As  a  result  we  were  compelled  to  deal 
with  five  such  houses  during  the  year. 

Of  two  houses  at  Greencroft,  Captain’s  Houses,  one  tenant  was  to 
re-house  and  one  was  found  accornrnadition  by  his  employer  due  to  the 
untenable  condition  of  the  property* 

The  three  properties,  Red  Houses,  Greencroft,  had  also  to  be 
dealt  with*  One  tenant  was  re-housed.  One  found  alternative 
accornrnadition,  and  the  third  was  moving  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Whatever  may  be  the  post-war  plans,  there  is  no  doubt  that  ere  then, 
there  will  be  many  such  pre-war  unfit  houses  which  will  have  to  have 
some  priority  for  re-housing,  simply  because  the  existing  structures 
are  beyond  repair  and  the  housing  conditions  are  becoming  more 
deplorable. 

It  is  regrettable  that  we  are  still  having  to  bring  to  your 
notice  from  time  to  time,  sertain  tenants  who  are  habitually  dirty 
and  careless  in  the  manner  in  which  they  maintain  their  house. 

Pour  such  cases  were  reported  during  the  year  and  all  have  been  the 
subject  of  a  previous  report.  The  circumstance  of  their  housing 
offer  i  facilities  for  a  clean  and  healthy  home  life,  but,  short 
of  formal  action  it  seems  too  much  to  hope  for  a  permanent  change 
for  the  better. 

A  schedule  of  the  work  performed  under  housing  is  shown  in 
the  tabulation  H  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area”. 

OVERCROWDING. 


Although  we  have  been  able  to  keep  check  upon  cases  of  attempted 
deliberate  overcrowding  by  sub-tenancy,  to  a  large  extent  we  have 
not  been  able  to  cater  for  all  the  cases  which  have  oocurred  and 
accumulated  as  a  result  of  natural  increase  in  age  groups*  It  has 
not  been  useful  either  to  re-check  all  these  caaee  continually 
because  of  the  lack  of  alternative  accommodation* 

A  great  many  houses  of  course  have  more  than  one  family  without 
causing  overcrowding,  but  such  cases  can  only  be  catered  for,  and 
overcrowding  alleviated,  when  house  building  is  re-commenced. 
Inconvenience  of  course  in  the  overcrowded  cases  is  a  natural 
sequence,  but  the  position  is  understood  with  the  hope  that,  the  not 
too  far  distant  future  will  see  some  alleviation  of  the  position 
by  'hoU0O  ^buif -lilig* 
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HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  THL  YEAR  1945. 
1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-Houses  during  the  year:- 


1  (a)  Total  number  of  dweiling-iiouses  inspected  udder 

Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts. 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

2  (a)  Number  of  Houses  recorded  and  inspected  under 

Housing  Act  1936, 

(H)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose. 


3. 

4* 

3. 


Number  of  Houses  found  unfit  for  human  habitation 
in  all  respects. 

Number  of  houses  found  not  in  all  respects  fit. 
Number  of  Houses  Rendered  fit  by  informal  action. 


75 
1 33 

71 

124 

7 

64 

30 


OVERCROWDING  SURVEY. 


No* 

No. 

No. 

Cases. 

Families. 

Persons. 

REMARKS. 

No*  Cases  @  l/l/43 

49 

49 

276 

No*  new  cases  during  year 

3 

3 

10 

52 

52 

286 

No*  cases  relieved  during  y 

By  L*A.  re-Ho using* 

1 

1 

4 

B  Tenancy  Change s« 

1 

1 

4 

By  Reduction  in  Family 

— 

2 

2 

8 

No*cases  Outstanding. 

31 /1 2  A3- 

50 

50 

278 

RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION. 

Food  (.Feeding  Stuffs)  Infestation  Order.  6th  May*  19.43* 

This  order  made  under  the  Defence  (General.) 

Regulations  1939,  by  the  Ministry  of  Pood,  was  made  obligatory 
upon  Local  Authorities,  and  called  for  a  survey  for  seats  of 
infestation  to  be  followed  by  a  campaign  of  extermination  of  rats 
and  mice* 


The  survey  was  carried  out  and  an  ordance  map 
showing  the  seats  of  infestation  was  forwarded  to  the  Ministry  of 
Pood  Divisional  Office* 

Your  Inspectors  attended  a  course  of  lectures  upon 
the  technique  of  rodent  destruction,  but  at  the  end  of  the  year 
no  further  developments  of  the  scheme  had  occurred* 


During  the  year  rat  infestations  were  successfully  dealt  with  at 
Edge  Road  Quarry,  Burnhope,  4  &  5>  The  Avenue,  Burnhope,  and  6, 
Quebec  Street,  and  42  Garden  Avenue,  Langley  Park* 
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MILK  SUPPLY 


The  following  are  the  main  facts  relating  to  the 
Milk  Supply  in  the  area:- 


No.  of  Registered  Farms  155 
No.  u  "  H:  Cowsheds  193 
No.  n  Farms  Registered  during  the  year  - 
No*.  M  M  Discontinued  u  u  u  6 
No.  u  Registered  Producer/Wholesalers  98 
No.  11  Registered  Pro&ucer/Retailers  28 
No.  11  Registered  Producer/Wholesaler^Retailers  14 
No.  M  Registered  Buttermak  .  3  13 
No.  Registered!,  hut  for  own  use  only.  2 


Designated  Milk  Production. 

No.  of  Producers  of  T.T.  Milk  2 

No.  of  Producers  of  Accredited  Milk  38 

No.  of  Supplementary  Licenses  issued  for  . 

Pasteurised  Milk. 


Once  again  building  restrictions  have  prevented  progress 
on  the  improvement  of  premises  engaged  in  milk  production,  and, 
much  as  we  may  deplore  the  position,  it  is  inevitable. 

At  Low  and  High  Hedicyhope  farms,  proper  cooling  and 
sterilising  rooms,  with  sterilising  equipment,  have  been  provided 
during  the  year,  and  the  tenant  of  Low  Hedleyhope  farm  has  been 
granted  an  Accredited  Milk  production  licence. 

After  negotiation  with  the  Ministry  of  Food,  we  succeeded 
in  getting  a  T.T.  milk  supply  diverted  from  a  wholesale  pasteurising 
depot  to  a  retailer  in  Lanchester  Village,  so  that  we  now  have  the' 
first  W.T*  milk  retailed  in  the  area',  a  condition  we  would  like 
to  see  more  general. 

During  the  year  we  had  serious  complaint  of  Pasteurised 
milk  distributed  in  'the  area,  souring  very  soon  after  delivery. 

This  complaint  was  traced  to  the  Pasteurising  depot  where 
it  was  found  that,  due  to  the  Marketing  Board  Scheme  of  collection 
of  milk  to  the  depot,  to  obtain  its  needs  over  an  above  the  milk 
obtained  locally,  much  of  the  milk  was  2-3  Hays  old  before  it 
reached  the  dairy. 

As  approximately  1000  gallons  of  milk  produced  in  this  area 
was  being  hauled  pa sit  the  depot  to  distant  Towns,  a  suggestion  was 
made  to  the  Milk  Transport  Officer,  that  this  1,000  gallons  of 
locally  produced  milk  should  be  diverted  to  the  neighbouring  depot 
and  so  reduce  risk  of  souring,  save  transport  and  labour,  and  reduce 
by  that  amount-.,  the  volurrre  of  milk  required  to  be  found  by  the 
Board  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  Pasteurising  depot* 

At  an  interview  with  the  Officer,  he  promised  to  consider 
this  proposal,  but,  to  date  this  locally  produced  milk  is  still 
going  to  more  distant  destinations. 


>  . 


NATIONAL  MILK  TESTING  SCHEME. 


To  maintain  a  close  check  on  the  cleanly  condition  of  liquid 
milk,  as  an  extension  of  the  commercial  relation  "between  the 
buyer  and  seller,  this  scheme  was  introduced  by  Circular  2761 
dated  9th.  February,  1943* 

On  the  Provincial  Advisory  Dairy  Bacteriologists  wa3  placed  the 
responsibility  of  organising  the  scheme,  whereby  initially,  each 
wholesale  milk  supply  was  to  be  sampled  bj/jnonU#y  at  the  receiving 
depots,  and  subsequently,  each  producer/retailer : s  supply  was  to 
be  similarly  sampled* 

If  the  routine  test  was  unsatisfactory,  the  County  War  Agricultural 
Executive  Committee  was  to  be  informed  with  a  view  to  their  staff 
visiting  the  farm  in  question  to  endeavour  to  find  and  correct 
the  fault  in  production* 

It  is  expected  that  we  will  also  be  enabled  to  have  a  copy  of 
unsatisfactory  sample  reports  as  it  is  a  matter  of  importance 
to  know  of  those  premises  where  the  milk  produced  is  not  giving 
satisfaction,  in  that  we  are  the  Authority  concerned  with  the 
premises. 

It  is  a  matter  of  interest  to  view  in  retrospect  the  work  that  has 
been  accomplished  towards  clean  milk  production  since  the  inception 
of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Order  1926  to  December  1943- 
During  this  period  an  anual  average  of  203  farms  and  247  cowsheds 
have  been  on  the  register  for  milk  production. 

Very  early  in  the  scheme  it  was  appreciated  that  some  standard 
lay-out  of  premises  wa3  required  to  be  worked  to,  and  in  1929 
we  decided  on  a  minimum  standard  to  be  advocated,  based  upon 
practical  experience  gained,  although  no  enforcement  o  ?  such 
standard  could  be  made  by  existing  legislation.  However, 
moral  persuasion  of  the  advantages  of  well  arranged  and  equipped 
premises  succeeded  to  a  certain  extent,  and  the  progress  made 
enabled  the  following  princi  al  works  to  be  accompli  shed*  •- 


New  complete  dairy  premises  erected  30. 

Existing  Premises  re-mo ddelled.  109- 

Repairs  to  existing  premises  (major  works)  106. 

The  County  Authority,  who  issue  the  licenses  for 
designated  milk  production,  accepted  our  standard  for  premises 
and  this  enabled  the  scheme  of  Accredited  milk  production  under 
license  to  be  developed. 

Commencing  with  one  Orade  ’A*  licence  in  1934>  we  have 
now  38  on  the  register,  and  fyvo  t.t.  licensed  producers#  Thus, 
25-8$  of  the  milk  produced  in  the  area  is  obtained  under  licensed 
conditions. 


< 


-'-rj 


•tyiV-V’'  —  ** 


’t  r 


* 


M  -A'j:  I..  id  0  By*- 


®ie  following 

examined  and  JTound  to  "be 


articles  of  foodstuffs  have  been 
unfit  for  human  consumption:- 
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COMMODITY 


NO, 


CAUSE 


WEIGHT  (lbs) 


Hindquarters  of  Pi£ 

Pigs  Head 

Pigs  Lungs 

Beef 

Bacon 

Beef  Sausage  Meat 
Pork  "  ” 

Icelandic  Cod 
Casserole  Steak 
Corned  Beef 
Chopped  Ham 
Luncheon  Meat 
’Prem* 

Salmon 
Pish  Cakes 
Eggs 
Sardines 
Peas 

Tomatoes 

Baked  Beans 

Mixed  Vegetables 

Carrots 

Plums 

Sugar 

Jam 

Skirnmed  Milk 
Evapor&tefi  Milk 
Pull  Cream  Milk 


1 


8  tins 

•f 

1.  tin 
3  tins 
17  tins 
;-2  tins 
1  tin 

9  tins 
5  doz 

163 

3  tins 

1  tin 
3  tins 

2  tins 
1  tin 
1  tin 
1  tin 

1  tin 
1  tin 
79  tins 
9  tins 


Traumatism 
Tub  erculosis 

n 

Bone  Taint 

Decomposition 

Sour 

Blown 

Decomposition 
Punctured  Container 

M  Hi 

Blown  Containers 

If  H 

H  « 

Decomposition 

Sour 

Brokkn  &  Decomposition 
Decomposition 

Blown 

11 

i» 

11 

it 

u 

Water  and  Dirt. 
Perforrated  Container 

Blown 

.gown  and  Punctured 
«  Blown 


1 

2. 

1, 

k 

k 

1 2 
88 
2 

i 

691 

20i 
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